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	GENERAL ORDER
Bow Police Department 
	Number:
101

	
	Title:                        AGENCY ROLE, AUTHORITY,
 JURISDICTION & MUTUAL AID                    

	
	Issue Date:
1/16/2023
	Effective Date:
1/27/2023



PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this general order is to define the law enforcement role, authority, and jurisdiction of the Bow Police Department (BPD); to ensure conformity with the requirements of New Hampshire law that every Police Officer having powers of arrest takes an oath of office; and to establish guidelines by which mutual aid will be provided to and requested by the Department. 

POLICY:
  
It is the policy of the Bow Police Department to exercise its authority in a fair and impartial manner consistent with the spirit of the Constitutions of the United States and the State of New Hampshire; that members should recognize that having been appointed as Law Enforcement Officers by the Board of Selectmen they have the responsibility and the authority to be conservators of the peace within the Town of Bow by ensuring that the constitutional rights of citizens are protected; and that by appointment sworn members have the authority to enforce all applicable state laws, statutes, and Town of Bow ordinances.

I.	ROLE OF THE BPD

	A.	The primary role of the Bow Police Department is to provide the highest possible level of safety, security, and service for all members of the Bow community and any guests of, or visitors to, the Town.
	
	B.	To accomplish these objectives, the professional responsibilities of the members of the BPD include the following functions: 

· Enforcing all laws of the State of New Hampshire and the ordinances of the Town of Bow; 
· Preventing and detecting crime; and
· Apprehending and prosecuting violators.

	C.	This role is further defined in G.O. #108 Mission, Vision & Values.

D.	The BPD shall exercise all common law and statutory power of constables, except the power to serve certain civil process, as granted by the statutes, Town ordinances, regulations, and the inherent police power of the state. BPD Officers shall respond to emergencies and provide police service within their jurisdiction 24 hours a day.

II.	BPD AUTHORITY

A. BPD Officers derive their authority from NH RSA 105, which states as follows: 
· 105:1 Appointment. – The selectmen of a town, when they deem it necessary, may appoint special Police Officers who shall continue in office during the pleasure of the selectmen, or until their successors are chosen or appointed.

· 105:3 Powers; Compensation. – All Police Officers are, by virtue of their appointment, constables, and conservators of the peace.

· 105:4 Employment. – The selectmen, or superintendent under their direction, may employ Police Officers in the detection and conviction of criminals and the prevention of crime in their town, and in the preservation of order on public or special occasions.

· 105:12 Powers. – Every watchman may arrest any person whom he shall find committing any disorder, disturbance, crime, or offense, or such as are strolling about the streets at unreasonable hours, who refuse to give an account, or are reasonably suspected of giving a false account, of their business or design, or who can give no account of the occasion of their being abroad.

B. Oath of Office

1.	Every person appointed as a BPD Police Officer shall, before entering upon the 
duties of his/her office, shall take and subscribe to an oath as required by RSA 105:2.           

2.        The person to be appointed or promoted to a sworn position covered by this 
General Order shall be presented by the Chief of Police to appear before the Town Clerk for the Town of Bow or other authorized Justice of the Peace to take the required oath.

		3.	The oath to be administered orally shall read as follows:

			I, 				, do solemnly swear that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me as a Police Officer according to the best of my abilities, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, laws of the State of New Hampshire, and the Ordinances of the Town of Bow. So help me God.

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
MERRIMACK COUNTY  ss.

Personally appeared the above named who took and subscribed the foregoing oath. Before me,

Date:
              
	Received and Recorded: _________________________________
                                                                         Justice of the Peace

4.	Such oath, together with the Record of Appointment of the Town Manager, shall 
be recorded by the Town Clerk wherein it is intended that such Police Officer shall act.

5.	The Chief of Police shall ensure that a copy of each signed and notarized oath is placed in the member’s Department personnel file. 

6.	By virtue of their police appointments, BPD Officers are authorized to carry and use weapons in the performance of their duties.  This authority is further codified by RSA 159:5 Exemptions which states in part, “The provisions of RSA 159:3 and 4 shall not apply to … policemen or other duly appointed peace and other law enforcement Officers … when at, or going to or from, their customary places of assembly.”

				    	III. 	JURISDICTION

A.	Generally, the legal jurisdiction of the BPD stops at the Town limits. The jurisdictional boundaries as they apply to streets and ways within the Town of Bow include major routes and frontage on several bodies of water such as:

· I-93/Everett Turnpike
· I-89 
· NH Route 3A
· NH Route 13
· Merrimack River
· Turee Pond

B.	However, whenever a person in the custody of a BPD Officer escapes or whenever a person shall flee from an BPD Officer attempting to arrest him within this jurisdiction, such Officer, with or without a warrant, may pursue such person anywhere in the State; and, when actually in close pursuit, may arrest that person wherever s/he is found.  In the case of fresh pursuit for a felony, jurisdiction extends into the States of Vermont, Maine, and Massachusetts, pursuant to RSA 614.

C. All newly hired sworn members of the BPD shall become familiar with all boundaries and locations listed above during their Field Training & Evaluation Program and throughout the remainder of their probationary period.

    	IV.	EXTENDED AUTHORITY & MUTUAL AID

A.	BPD Officers may exercise jurisdiction outside the boundaries of the Town of Bowin the following situations: 

1.	When operating under the Uniform Law on Intrastate Fresh Pursuit under NH RSA 614:1 and 614:10; 

2.	When responding to a request for Extended Authority under NH RSA 105:13 or 48:11a;

           		3.	When executing a valid arrest warrant;
 
	4.	If a BPD Officer holds an appointment as a Special Deputy of the Merrimack	County 	Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) granted by the current High Sheriff and an 	urgent need for action is required, or BPD is requested to respond and assist by
		the MCSO or NH State Police.			

B.	Mutual Aid Agreements

1.        The Chief of Police may enter into Extended Authority Agreements with other law 
enforcement agencies pursuant to RSA 105:13 (see Addendum A). The BPD currently has formal MOUs (Memorandums of Understanding) for mutual aid with the following towns: 

· Allenstown
· Concord
· Dunbarton
· Goffstown
· Hooksett
· Hopkinton
· Pembroke

2.	In any situation where a question arises concerning jurisdiction with another 
agency, the responding BPD member shall make every effort to resolve the matter in the most professional manner possible.

a.        If this matter cannot be resolved by the responding BPD member, s/he 
shall notify an on-duty or on-call Supervisor.
 
b.        If the BPD Supervisor cannot resolve the issue of jurisdiction, BPD will 
conduct a separate investigation of the matter.  

c.        Every effort will be made by BPD members to cooperate and conduct 
the investigation in a professional, collaborative manner.
 
C.	Mutual Aid Requests	

1.	Police Officers from provider jurisdictions shall have the same rights, privileges, and authority as Police Officers in the requesting jurisdiction until such time as the precipitating event has clearly passed or the request for assistance has been terminated.

a.	Arrests 

(1)	Persons arrested shall be processed and prosecuted in the jurisdiction in which the arrest occurred unless authorized otherwise; 

(2)	Officers will complete their arrest reports and forward copies as soon as possible to the processing jurisdiction.

b.	Crime/Incident Reporting

(1)	Shall be the responsibility of the jurisdiction in which the incident occurred unless a specific request from the responsible jurisdiction is received.  

(2)	If the latter occurs, then copies of the IMC crime/incident report(s) shall be forwarded to the responsible agency as soon as possible.

2.	In non-emergency situations, the Chief Law Enforcement Officer of one agency may request assistance from another agency under RSA 48:11a or 105:13.  In situations where BPD requires such assistance, the Chief of Police or designee should make the request.  

[bookmark: mutualaid]3.	Emergency Situations						

a. In the event of an emergency situation, as defined in RSA 106-C (see Addendum B), the ranking on-duty law enforcement Officer may request assistance from other jurisdictions as follows.  If BPD intends to request such assistance, the ranking on-duty Officer shall do the following:

(1)        Notify the Chief of Police or designee as soon as possible of the 
Situation if required under G.O. #221 Notification of Chief of Police.

(2)	Establish an on-scene command post to which all assistance will 
Report if the incident dictates;

(3)	Advise the MCSO dispatcher to issue a “Signal 1000”, and request that a radio channel be assigned for operations.
 
(4)	Ensure that the MCSO dispatcher has generated a call for service and adds to the log entry the nature of the request, names and actions of all Officers involved, and all other pertinent information regarding the incident.

(5)	Terminate the assistance as soon as it is no longer required. 

b.	If the BPD is requested to assist another agency in an emergency situation, the ranking on-duty Officer shall:

(1)	Comply with the request for assistance if it is feasible and possible to do so. 

 (2)	However, in no case shall any emergency situation within the Town of Bow be left unattended nor shall the safety of any member of the Bow community be jeopardized in order to provide such assistance.

 (3)	Document this request (with a Call For Service log entry), whether or not aid was provided.

 (4)	Have all BPD Officers assigned to render assistance monitor the requested radio channel.

 (5)	Ensure that all BPD Officers involved complete an IMC Incident or Supplement Report as to their actions while assigned to render this assistance.

c.	In cases involving extensive loaning of manpower or equipment, the                BPD Supervisor or designee shall:

(1) Notify the Chief of Police or designee who will either authorize or deny the requested assistance further.

(2)	Consistently update the Chief of Police on the situation. 

d.	Depending upon staffing level at any given time, BPD Officers should be under the direct command of a BPD Supervisor who shall report directly to the on-scene Incident Commander of the department making the request for assistance.  

(1)	BPD Officers shall assist as needed.  

(2)	However, BPD members shall, at no time, obey any unlawful or improper order.

e.	Duty to Intervene  

(1) When BPD Officers render assistance to another police agency in which an incident of excessive force or difficulty may arise that would affect the reputation of the BPD or its Officers, the requirements of G.O. #207 Use of Force, Part IV, N, and G.O. #210 Duty to Intervene shall be followed, and the BPD Officer shall notify an BPD Supervisor immediately.  
(2) The involved BPD Officers and Supervisor shall provide detailed reports to the Chief of Police prior to completing their tour of duty.  

f. 	It is understood that the requesting agency shall be responsible for all damage to the responding agency’s equipment not otherwise covered that resulted from rendering aid to the requesting agency, unless the damage resulted from negligence by the responding agency’s Officer(s).

[bookmark: statefed]4.	State or Federal Agencies: If it becomes necessary to request the assistance of any state or federal enforcement agency and/or their resources in emergency situations, the following procedures will be followed: 

a.	The BPD Officer-In-Charge at the time of the incident shall contact the Chief of Police and advise him/her of the situation and of the assistance or resources required.  The Chief of Police or designee shall determine if the requested federal or state assistance is necessary.

b.	In the event the decision is made to request state or federal assistance, the Chief of Police or designee shall be responsible to request the necessary assistance through the appropriate channels.

c.	In the event that federal or state assistance is made available, the Chief of Police or designee shall appoint a liaison Officer to coordinate all joint activities until such time as the emergency situation no longer exists.

5.	Nothing in this general order shall preclude the sharing of resources or the normal and customary requests for assistance required in day-to-day police operations.

[bookmark: nguard]6.	New Hampshire National Guard:  In the event that an emergency situation exists that may require the assistance of the NH National Guard (NHNG), the following procedures shall apply:

a. The Chief of Police or designee shall evaluate the emergency at hand and determine what resources may be needed to resolve the situation.

b. If the decision is made to request the assistance of the NHNG, the Chief of Police or designee shall make the request for assistance to the Governor.

c. If the NHNG is activated to assist in an emergency situation, the Chief of Police shall appoint a liaison Officer to coordinate all joint law enforcement/NHNG activities until the emergency situation no longer exists. The liaison Officer should be a ranking BPD Supervisor with the authority to make command decisions.
 
D.	Assisting Fire Department/EMS Personnel
 
1.	Members of the BPD will provide the appropriate support or service to members of the Bow Fire Department and all fire and EMS agencies operating within our jurisdiction that request such support or service.

 2.	These services include, but are not limited to traffic control, including the protection of fire hoses, crowd control, police investigative services, and assisting victims in locating resources (i.e., shelter, clothing, food, transportation, etc.).

V. 		APPLICABILITY & COMPLIANCE
 
A.        This general order shall apply to all BPD members, including part-time employees, paid 
and unpaid interns, and civilian volunteers consistent with their job classification and specific assigned duties and responsibilities.  BPD members assigned to or assisting other law enforcement agencies shall be guided by this general order. Formal disciplinary action may be imposed for any violation of this general order.

	B.	This General Order constitutes departmental policy and is intended for the internal governance of the Bow Police Department.  As provided in RSA 516:36,  in any civil action against any individual, agency or governmental entity, including the State of New Hampshire, arising out of the conduct of a law enforcement officer having the powers of a peace officer, standards of conduct embodied in policies, procedures, rules, regulations, codes of conduct, orders or other directives of this local law enforcement agency shall not be admissible to establish negligence when such standards of conduct are higher than the standard care which would otherwise have been applicable in such action under State law.  


By Order of:
Kenneth P. Miller
Chief of Police




Sources:  
UNHPD Policy #A-0101, A-0110
PSUPD Dir. #11
UPenn PD G.O. #20
Sugar Hill PD G.O. AD-101, AD-102
Bath PD G.O. #101
Thornton PD G.O. #101


CALEA Standards:  1.1.1, 1.2.1, 1.2.10, 46.1.3




Addendum A
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